E

Clean water
bringing joy
to the
islanders of
Mfangano
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For the Programmatic
Communication Platform

Mfangano Island is located in Kenya’s Lake Victoria. It neighbors the islands of
Rusinga, Takawiri, Ringiti, Remba and the controversial Migingo Island. Though
abundant with the natural resource of water from the lake, this community
lacks accessibility to clean and safe water for domestic use.
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Mfangano was once an island of abundant
forestry resources and flowing streams.
Sadly, it is now a distant image of its former
glory. Intense deforestation for boat
making and firewood has contributed to
the clearing of forests which were the
catchments for the streams that served the
community with clean and fresh water.
Since the lake is the main source of water
for this community now, there is
overdependence on the resource thus
resulting in the lake’s water being
contaminated and unsuitable for human
consumption.

Pupils of Ugina Primary school
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Traditionally a fishing community, the majority of the islanders are now venturing into agricultural activities such as
livestock keeping and farming of crops. This is because the changing climatic patterns have affected fish breeding and
therefore reducing the fish catch as well as contributing to the extinction of some fish species. “This transition has resulted
in the lake water being contaminated by fertilizers and chemicals from farming activities”, says George Magumba, a
resident of Mfangano. “As a result, we have suffered from various water borne diseases such as diarrhea and dysentery
and this significantly impacted our community. Especially the young children,” adds Mrs. Makalaka a Community Health
Volunteer.
As an intervention, SusWatch Kenya through
the USAID-PREPARED project, donated 4, 10000
liter water tanks to the community, which were
installed at Ugina Primary School. These were
to serve the community of Ugina and the
school going children with clean and safe water
from rain water harvesting.

2 of the 4 water tanks donated by
SusWatch Kenya

“When the tanks were installed, I trained the
children on hand washing so as to wade off
diseases resulting from faecal contamination,
such as cholera,” Mrs Makalaka said. The
school board Chairman also affirmed her
statement by saying that they have seen a

significant increase in the number of pupils at the school ever since the tanks were installed. “We no longer experience
excessive absenteeism from the pupils as was the case in the past because of illness”, he added. The pupils of Ugina
Primary were also very grateful for the project, saying they can now be 100% in school and this has seen an improvement
on their grades. “We would like to thank the people who brought this project to our school because it has helped us a lot”,
concluded Rael Adongo, a standard 7 pupil at Ugina Primary school.

